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OLAF OTTO BECKER 
ABOVE ZERO 
 
German photographer Olaf Otto Becker’s f i rst solo show, at MARCOROSSI artecontemporanea in 
Milan 
 
---------------------------------------------- 
+ SPECIAL OPENING DAY + 
attended by the artist, all day on Saturday November 25, from 11:00 to 19:30 
---------------------------------------------- 
+ EXTRA OPENING HOURS + 
Sunday November 26 the gallery will be open from 11:00 to 19:00 
---------------------------------------------- 
 
MARCOROSSI artecontemporanea 
Corso Venezia 29, Milan 
 

MARCOROSSI artecontemporanea is happy to present a special 
preview in Milan, and simultaneously in its Verona gallery, of the solo 
show Above Zero by German photographer Olaf Otto Becker. 
Becker is a refined traveller with a talent for representing the 
remotest, wildest corners of the globe. He documents the visible 
traces and consequences of the human influence on landscape, 
addressing complex scientific, political and artistic issues in his 
ideological analysis. Following his award-winning photographs of the 
breath-taking coast of Greenland in the Broken Line cycle (2003-
2004), Olaf Otto Becker turns his attention to the inland part of the 
island in the Above Zero series, taken in 2007-2008. The 
photographer’s second project in Greenland becomes an 
adventurous trek over unknown glaciers, documenting the routes of 
newly formed glacial rivers. 
 

Greenland has the world’s thickest layer of continental ice after the Antarctic. Becker’s spectacular portraits of the 
region are taken with a large camera that he carries with him on his physically exhausting treks over the ice, through 
the hazards of glacial crevices and snow-covered flows. His photographic studies reveal the amazing beauty of this 
unique landscape while documenting the threat to its existence, for human actions have fatal consequences even 
in this entirely uninhabited region. Dust and ash in the air form crusty black deposits which combine with the effects 
of global warming to accelerate the melting of layers of ice, with inevitably catastrophic results. 
 
A total of 27 colour photos, archival pigment prints on Hahnemuhle paper, exhibited in the two galleries 
(including a diptych and two portfolios of 17 and 18 images), document the progressive melting of the ice and the 
birth of new flows of ultra-pure water. As in an experimental scientific set, each image is accompanied by GPS 
geolocalisation data mapping the route of four long glacial rivers and revealing the extreme nature of Becker’s 
undertaking. Becker’s photography represents a return to the intrepid landscape photography of the 19th century. 
Like Muybridge, Watkins and O'Sullivan before him, for almost thirty years Becker has been packing his big 8 × 10 inch 
camera into the earth’s wildest natural environments, unexplored and often hazardous, capturing their true glory. His 
images often have a formal yet profoundly contemplative and lyrical impact.  
 
Available at the exhibit ion, the monograph Above Zero ,  introduced by Freddy Langer and 
published in 2009 by German publisher Hatje Cantz, was nominated for the 2009 German Photo-
Book Prize.  
 
Olaf Otto Becker (born in 1959, in Travemünde, Germany) studied Communication Design at Augusta University and 
philosophy at Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität in Munich. Initially influenced by Josef Koudelka, Henri-Cartier Bresson and 
Russian photography, he was later inspired by the work of American photographers such as Meyerowitz, Misrach, Paul 
Graham, Stephen Shore, Lewis Baltz and Robert Adams. Olaf Otto Becker’s work has been exhibited regularly in Europe and 
the United States. In 2018 the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art in Seoul will hold a solo exhibition curated 
by William Ewing. At the end of 2017 Becker’s work will be featured in a solo show at the National Museum for Photography 
in Reykjavik, Iceland, and in a group show at David Winton Bell Gallery in Providence, USA. Recent exhibitions include: 
International Noorderlicht Photofestival 2016, Jb Groningen, the Netherlands (2016);  Glenbow Museum, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada (2014); El Paso Museum of Art, Texas, USA (2014); Tufts University Art Gallery, Boston, USA (2014); Whatcom Museum, 
Bellingham, USA (2013); Nevada Museum of Art, Reno, USA (2012); Wilhelm-Hack-Museum, Ludwigshafen, Germany (2011); 
Biennale internationale de l’image de Nancy, France (2010); The National Museum of Photography, Copenhagen, Denmark 
(2009); Zeppelin Museum, Friedrichshafen, Germany (2009); New York Photo Festival, USA (2008); Solo Project, Gallery f5,6, Art 
Basel, Basel, Switzerland (2008). 
 
For more information: T. +39 02 795483 or 
alan.santarelli@marcorossiartecontemporanea.com    In partnership with 

 


